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Chinese Phrases

It is quite useful to learn some Chinese phrases if you have the chance to visit China.

Chinese is a difficult language for most foreigners, but with some effort, you still can master some of 
their daily sentences. It is also a good way of understanding more of its culture.

You are never too old to learn. ..so don't hesitate, Let's start!

The official language of the PRC is Putonghua or " Common Speech ", 
usually referred to the west as "Mandarin Chinese".

Tones: 
Chinese is a tonal language, a language with many homonyms (words 
of different meaning but with similar pronunciation ). Mandarin has four 
tones: 

First tone ( - ): the voice is pitched quite high, High and level
Second tone ( / ): the voice rises rather like asking a question, rises to the top
Third tone ( V ): the voice dips and then rises
Fourth tone ( \ ): the voice starts at the top, then falls away
If you use the wrong tones, your listeners may not be able to understand you. 

Pinyin ( spell & sound): 

In 1958 the Chinese officially adopted a system known as pinyin as a method of writing their language 
using Roman alphabet. Pinyin is a Romanisation and not an Anglicization; it makes use of Roman    
letters to represent sounds in Standard Mandarin. The way these letters represent sounds in Standard 
Mandarin will be different from other languages that make use of the Roman alphabet represent sound. 
Pinyin is quite useful in China, especially in major cities, on shop fronts, street names and advertising 
etc. When Chinese people write their own names in English, they use Pinyin.
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